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Atty Docket: 
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For: 
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REQUEST UNDER 37 CFR 1.322 FOR CERTIFICATE 
OF CORRECTION OF PATENT OFFICE MISTAKE 



It is respectfully requested that a Certificate of Correction be issued correcting 
the Patent Office printing error(s) on the evidence set forth below. The most recent 
version of the claims prior to issuance of the patent is found in the amendment filed by 
Applicant on 27 Nov 2006 (attached). Evidence the Office's claim renumbering is 
provided in the Examiner's Issue Classification sheet (attached). 

Printing Error 1: 

Claim 1, line 10. Insert --(c)-- before "a fluid trap". 

Evidence: Claim 9 of the 27 Nov 2006 amendment reads in relevant part "reduced 
pressure; and (c) a fluid trap...". Application Claim 9 was renumbered by the Office 
to patented Claim 1 . Claim 1 in the issued patent omits the characters "(c)" from the 
quoted claim text. 

Printing Error 2: 

Claim 4, line 1 . Replace "screen" with -porous material-. 

Evidence: Claim 10 of the 27 Nov 2006 amendment reads in relevant part "...said 
porous material comprises...". Application Claim 10 was renumbered by the Office 
to patented Claim 4. Claim 4 in the issued patent recites "...said screen 
comprises...". The word "screen" should be replaced with --porous material--. 



Printing Error 3: 

Claim 1 6, line 1 . Replace "5" with --1 2--. 



Evidence: Claim 92 of the 27 Nov 2006 amendment depended from claim 14. The 
Office renumbered application claim 92 to patented claim 16 and renumbered 
application claim 14 to patented claim 12. Claim 16 issued as depending from claim 
5. Claim 16 should depend from claim 12, not claim 5. 

Printing Error 4: 

Claim 42, line 6. Replace "Locating" with --locating--. 
Claim 42, line 13. Replace "v" with ~vi~. 
Claim 42, line 15. Replace "vi" with — vii — . 

Evidence: Claim 30 of the 27 Nov 2006 amendment reads in relevant part "iii. 
locating a porous material...". The Office renumbered application claim 30 to patented 
claim 42. The Office capitalized the word "locating"; the capitalization of "location" 
should be removed. 

Claim 30 of the 27 Nov 2006 amendment also reads in relevant part "vi. 
interposing..." and "vii. maintaining...". The subparagraphs of patented claim 42 are 
numbered incorrectly, with "v" repeated twice and "vii" omitted. 

Printing Error 5: 

Claim 80, line 1 . Replace "apparatus" with --appliance--. 
Claim 80, lines 1-2. Replace "1 and 3-6" with ~1, 3, 6, and 7--. 

Evidence: 

Claim 87 of the 27 Nov 2006 amendment reads in relevant part "The appliance 
according to...". The Office renumbered application claim 87 to patented claim 80. 
Patented claim 80 now reads in part "The apparatus according to...". The word 
"apparatus" should be "appliance". 

Claim 87 of the 27 Nov 2006 amendment also reads in relevant part "...to any one of 
claims 9 and 84-86...". The Office renumbered application claims 9, 84, 85, and 86 to 
1, 6, 7, and 3 respectively. Therefore, patented claim 87 should depend from claims 
1, 3, 6, and 7. As currently written, patented claim 80 incorrectly depends from claims 
1 and 3-6. 
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Printing Error 6: 

Claim 81 , line 1 . Replace "method" with --appliance-. 
Claim 81 , line 4. Replace "and and" with --and--. 

Evidence: 

Claim 91 of the 27 Nov 2006 amendment reads in relevant part "The appliance 
according to...". The Office renumbered application claim 91 to patented claim 81. As 
currently written, patented claim 81 reads "The method according to...". The word 
"method" should be deleted and the word "appliance" should be inserted in its place. 

Claim 91 of the 27 Nov 2006 amendment also reads in relevant part "...production and 
non-production...". As currently written, patented claim 81 reads "...production and 
and non-production...". The second instance of the word "and" should be deleted. 

Printing Error 7: 

Claim 82, line 1 . Replace "appliance" with -apparatus--. 

Evidence: Claim 95 of the 27 Nov 2006 amendment reads in relevant part "The 
apparatus according to...". The Office renumbered application claim 95 to patented 
claim 82. Patented claim 82 now reads in part "The appliance according to...". The 
word "appliance" should be "apparatus". 

It is respectfully requested that a Certificate of Correction be issued to correct 
the above-noted printing error(s). In the event a fee is required and is not enclosed, 
the Commissioner is authorized to charge any underpayment or credit any 
overpayment to the account of the undersigned attorneys, Account No. 04-1406. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DANN, DORFMAN, HERRELL & SKILLMAN 
Attorneys for Applicant 

By /Niels Haun/ 

Niels Haun Ph.D., PTO Reg. No. 48,488 
Telephone: (215)563-4100 
Facsimile: (215) 563-404 
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collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; 
and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do 
not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to 
process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or 
abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1 . The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from 
this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether 
disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information Act. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of 
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to 
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of 
Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the 
individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the 
record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the 
Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of 
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as 
amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in 
this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal 
agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181 ) and for review pursuant to 
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, 
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as 
part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management 
practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall 
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not 
be used to make determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after 
either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent 
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151 . Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 
CFR 1 .14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which 
became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is 
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an 
issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, 
or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential 
violation of law or regulation. 



Issue Classification 


Application/Control No. 

09/863,234 


Applicant(s)/Patent under 
Reexamination 

ARGENTA ET AL. 


John P. Lacyk 


Art Unit 

3735 





ISSUE CLASSIFICATION 


ORIGINAL 




CROSS REFERENCE(S) 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK) 


128 


897 


602 


42 














INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION 


















A 


6 




B 


19/00 


























/ 


























/ 


























/ 


























/ 


















(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 


JOHN P. LACYK ^ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER if. J#y 

(Primary Examiner) (Date) ' 


Total Claims Allowed: 125 


0 


OLegannstrumel^S Examiner) (Date) 


O.G. 
Print Claim(s) 

1 


O.G. 
Print Fig. 

3 



I | Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant 


□ CPA 


ElT.D. 


I □ R.1.47 






















re 






re 












c 


Origii 




c 


Origii 




c 
il 


Origii 




c 

iT 


Origii 




c 
iZ 


Origii 




c 
il 


Origii 


c 
iZ 


Origii 




1 






31 






61 




81 


91 




70 


121 




109 


151 




181 




2 




43 


32 






62 




16 


92 




55 


122 




110 


152 




182 




3 




47 


33 






63 




17 


93 




89 


123 




111 


153 




183 




4 




51 


34 






64 




18 


94 




76 


124 




112 


154 




184 




5 




52 


35 






65 




82 


95 




77 


125 




113 


155 




185 




6 




53 


36 






66 




21 


96 




78 


126 




114 


156 




186 




7 




54 


37 






67 




22 


97 




90 


127 




115 


157 




187 




8 




56 


38 






68 




23 


98 




19 


128 




116 


158 




188 


1 


9 




57 


39 






69 




83 


99 




28 


129 




117 


159 




189 


4 


10 




58 


40 






70 




25 


100 




41 


130 




118 


160 




190 


2 


11 




59 


41 






71 




26 


101 






131 




119 


161 




191 


5 


12 




60 


42 






72 




27 


102 




79 


132 




120 


162 




192 


8 


13 




61 


43 






73 




84 


103 




91 


133 




121 


163 




193 


12 


14 




62 


44 






74 




32 


104 




92 


134 




122 


164 




194 




15 




63 


45 






75 




33 


105 




93 


135 




123 


165 




195 


13 


16 




64 


46 






76 




34 


106 




94 


136 




124 


166 




196 


14 


17 




65 


47 






77 




85 


107 




95 


137 




125 


167 




197 


15 


18 




66 


48 






78 




38 


108 




96 


138 






168 




198 


20 


19 




67 


49 






79 




39 


109 




97 


139 






169 




199 




20 




68 


50 






80 




40 


110 




98 


140 






170 




200 




21 






51 






81 




86 


111 




99 


141 






171 




201 




22 




71 


52 






82 




44 


112 




100 


142 






172 




202 


24 


23 




72 


53 






83 




45 


113 




101 


143 






173 




203 


29 


24 




73 


54 




6 


84 




46 


114 




102 


144 






174 




204 


30 


25 




74 


55 




7 


85 




87 


115 




103 


145 






175 




205 


31 


26 




75 


56 




3 


86 




48 


116 




104 


146 






176 




206 


35 


27 






57 




80 


87 




49 


117 




105 


147 






177 




207 


36 


28 






58 




9 


88 




50 


118 




106 


148 






178 




208 


37 


29 






59 




10 


89 




88 


119 




107 


149 






179 




209 


42 


30 






60 




11 


90 




69 


120 




108 


150 






180 




210 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



Part of Paper No. 20061126 



Application No. 09/863,234 
Docket No. 0101-P00636US4 



Art Unit 3736 
Examiner: Lacyk, J. 



Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend the claims to read as follows. 
1-8 (Canceled). 

9. (Currently Amended) An appliance for administering a reduced pressure treatment to 
a wound, comprising 

(a) a one-piece flexible adhesive cover configured to cover and enclose the wound 

and adapted to maintain reduced pressure at the site of the wound; 

(b) reduced pressure supply means for connection to a source of suction, said reduced 

pressure supply means cooperating with said cover to supply at least 0.1 1 atm 
of reduced pressure; and 

(c) a fluid trap interconnected between said reduced pressure supply means and said 

cover for collection of wound exudate. 

10. (Currently Amended) The appliance as recited in claim 86 wherein said porous 
material screen comprises a porous sheet. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The appliance as recited in claim 9 wherein said cover 
includes an adhesive material adapted to secure said cover to the tissue surrounding the 
wound. 

12. (Currently Amended) The appliance as recited in claim 86 wherein said porous 
material screen comprises a foam screen. 

13. (Currently Amended) An appliance for administering a reduced pressure treatment to 
a wound comprising 

(a) a flexible cover adapted to cover and enclose the wound and adapted to maintain 

reduced pressure at the site of the wound; 

(b) a continuous, uninterrupted adhesive seal provided on said cover adapted to seal 

and adhere said cover to tissue surrounding the wound; 
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(c) a source of suction, cooperating with said cover to supply at least 0.1 1 atm of 

reduced pressure; and 

(d) a fluid trap interconnected between said cover and said source of suction reduced 

pressure supply means , said trap adapted to capture wound exudate. 



14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for treating a wound comprising 

(a) a vacuum system adapted to produce a reduced pressure, wherein said vacuum 

system includes a collection device for collecting fluid aspirated from the 
wound; and 

(b) a reduced pressure appliance operably connected with said vacuum system 

adapted to apply said reduced pressure to the wound, the appliance including 
a flexible cover adapted to cover and enclose the wound and adapted to 

maintain reduced pressure at the site of the wound; 
a porous material comprising a synthetic polymer for placement under 

said cover at the wound; 
a n adhesive seal provided on said cover and adapted to seal and adhere 

said cover to tissue surrounding the wound; and 
reduced pressure supply means for connection with the vacuum system 

adapted to supply said reduced pressure within said cover to the 

wound. 



15. (Canceled). 



16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said reduced pressure 
supply means comprises a length of tubing, said collection device comprises an aspirating 
container connected along said length of tubing between said vacuum system and cover, and 
said collection device comprises a flotation valve within said aspirating container for 
blocking said tubing when a predetermined amount of fluid is collected within said container. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said collection device 
comprises an expandable chamber and a sensing means for sensing expansion of said 
expandable chamber, said sensing means operatively connected with said vacuum system so 
that said reduced pressure is halted when a predetermined expansion of said expandable 
chamber is sensed by said sensing means. 

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said reduced pressure 
supply means comprises a length of tubing and a filter along said tubing, said filter having 
pores that block the supply of reduced pressure via said tubing when said pores are filled with 
said fluid. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method for treating a wound, comprising 

i. locating a flexible adhesive cover over the wound to provide a chamber between 
the cover and the wound, said cover adapted for maintaining said reduced pressure 
at the wound; 

ii. adhesively sealing and adhering t he periphery of said cover to tissue surrounding 
the wound; 

iii. operably connecting a vacuum system with said chamber at said seal for producing 
said reduced pressure; 

iv. interposing a fluid trap between said cover suction port and said vacuum system 
source ; and 

v. maintaining reduced pressure to promote the formation of granulation tissue at the 
wound until the wound has progressed toward a selected stage of healing. 

20-22 (Canceled). 

23. (Currently Amended) An appliance for administering a reduced pressure treatment to 
a wound comprising 

(a) a one-piece flexible sheet adapted to cover and enclose the wound and adapted to 
maintain reduced pressure at the site of the wound; 
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(b) a porous material comprising a synthetic polymer for placement under the sheet at 

the wound; 

(c) a n adhesive seal provided on said sheet adapted to seal and adhere said sheet to 

tissue surrounding the wound; 
([[c]]d) a source of suction cooperating with said sheet and said seal to supply 

reduced pressure beneath said sheet; and 
([[d]]e) a fluid trap interposed between said sheet cover and said source of suction, 

said fluid trap including a shut off for halting the application of reduced 

pressure when a predetermined amount of fluid is collected within said trap. 

24. (Currently Amended) An appliance for administering a reduced pressure treatment to 
a wound comprising 

(a) a one-piece flexible cover adapted to cover and enclose the wound and to provide 

a vacuum chamber about the wound to maintain reduced pressure at the site of 
the wound; 

(b) an adhesive seal provided on said cover adapted to seal and adhere said cover to 

tissue surrounding the wound; 

(c) reduced pressure supply means for connection to a source of suction, said reduced 

pressure supply means cooperating with said vacuum chamber to supply said 
reduced pressure of at least 0.11 atm beneath said vacuum chamber, wherein 
said reduced pressure supply means comprises a suction port on said vacuum 
chamber; and 

(d) a screen adapted to promote the formation of granulation tissue at the wound for 

placement at a location within said vacuum chamber and secured in said 
location by the periphery of said vacuum chamber. 

25. (Previously Presented) The appliance of claim 24 wherein said screen comprises a 
flexible, sheet-like mesh. 
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26. (Currently Amended) The appliance of claim 24 wherein said seal includes an 
adhesive ma t erial on t he cover adap t ed t o adhere t o t issue surrounding t he wound and a seal 
member at least partially overlying said cover. 

27. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for treating a wound comprising 

(a) a vacuum system adapted to produce a reduced pressure, wherein said vacuum 

system comprises 

i. a vacuum pump adapted to supply at least 0.11 atm of reduced pressure; and 

ii. a filter for preventing said pump from venting micro-organisms aspirated 
from the wound; and 

(b) a reduced pressure appliance operably connected with said vacuum system 

adapted to apply said reduced pressure to the wound, the appliance including 
a flexible cover adapted to cover and enclose the wound and adapted to 

maintain reduced pressure at the site of the wound; 
a porous material comprising a synthetic polymer for placement under 

the cover at the wound ; 
a n adhesive seal disposed about the periphery of said cover and 

adapted to seal and adhere said cover to tissue surrounding the 

wound; 

reduced pressure supply means for connection with the vacuum 

system, wherein said reduced pressure supply means comprises 
a length of tubing connected between said vacuum system and 
said cover; and 

a fluid trap interposed between said cover and said reduced pressure 
supply means. 

28. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 27 wherein said filter is connected 
along said tubing between said pump and said fluid trap for preventing contamination of said 
pump. 



Page 6 of 22 



Application No. 09/863,234 Art Unit 3736 

Docket No. 0101-P00636US4 Examiner: Lacyk, J. 

29. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein said vacuum system 
comprises control means for cyclically controlling said production of reduced pressure in 
alternating periods of production and non-production of reduced pressure. 

30. (Currently Amended) A method of treating a wound comprising the steps of 

i. providing a vacuum source capable of providing at least 0.11 atm of reduced 
pressure; 

ii. locating a flexible adhesive cover over the wound, said cover having a 
suction port; 

iii. locating a porous material comprising a synthetic polymer under said cover 
at the wound; 

iv. adhesively scaling and adhering the periphery of said cover to tissue 
surrounding the wound to form a continuous seal; 

[[i]]v. operably connecting said suction port with said vacuum system for 
producing said reduced pressure; 

vL interposing a fluid trap between said suction port and said vacuum source; 
and 

vri. maintaining reduced pressure of at least 0.11 atm at the wound until the 
wound had progressed toward a selected stage of healing. 

31. (Canceled). 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, wherein said selected stage of 
healing is a reduction in bacterial density in the wound by at least 50%. 

33. (Currently Amended) A device for promoting closure of a wound comprising 

(a) a deformable cover adapted to be placed over the wound; 

(b) a porous material comprising a synthetic polymer disposed under said cover for 
placement at the wound: 
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([[b]]c) an adhesive layer on the cover adapted to form a liquid impermeable seal 
between said cover and tissue surrounding the wound; and 

([[c]]d) reduced pressure supply means for supplying reduced pressure and adapted 
to maintain at least 0.11 atm of reduced pressure therein to said enclosed 
volume and for deforming said cover so as to exert tension upon the tissue 
surrounding the wound; and 

([[d]]e) a fluid trap interposed between said cover and said supply means. 

34. (Previously Presented) A method of promoting attachment of a skin graft onto a 
wound, comprising the steps of 

(a) attaching the graft to the wound; and 

(b) applying reduced pressure to the graft to promote blood circulation within the 

graft, wherein said applying step comprises the steps of 

i. placing a porous screen over the graft on the wound; 

ii. locating a cover over the graft on the wound, said cover adapted for 
maintaining said reduced pressure at the wound, said cover having a suction 
port; 

iii. sealing the periphery of said cover to tissue surrounding the wound; 

iv. operably connecting said suction port with a vacuum system for producing 

said reduced pressure; and 

v. interposing a fluid trap between said suction port and said vacuum source. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 34 wherein the graft is a skin flap, the 
method comprising the steps of 

(a) applying reduced pressure to a region of skin adjacent to the wound, and 

(b) forming the flap by detaching skin from said region prior to said attaching step. 

36. The method of claim 34 comprising the steps of 

(a) applying reduced pressure to a region of skin for use as the skin graft; and 

(b) forming the graft by detaching skin from said region. 
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37. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for facilitating the healing of wounds, comprising 
a flexible cover adapted to cover and enclose a wound and adapted to maintain 

reduced pressure at the site of the wound; 
a porous material comprising a synthetic polymer disposed under said cover for 

placement at the wound; 
a suction pump for creating a reduced pressure of at least 0.11 atm on the area of 

tissue including and surrounding the wound; and 
a liquid impermeable adhesive seal provided on said cover adapted to seal and adhere 

said cover to tissue surrounding the wound reduced pressure at said wound. 

38. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim +22 37 in which said porous 
material screen comprises an open-cell polymer foam. 

39. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim +22 37_in which said porous 
material screen comprises a porous, elastic, semi-rigid member. 

40. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 37, in which said seal 
includes a flexible sealing rim in contact with said tissue surrounding said wound. 

4 1 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim +22 37, in which said seal 
cover includes a flexible polymer sheet overlying said porous material screen means , said 
polymer sheet having an adhesive on at least a surface facing the wound to attach and seal 
said polymer sheet to said surrounding tissue. 

42. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 37, in which said seal 
includes a sealing cuff in contact with said tissue surrounding the wound. 

43. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 37, in which said pump 
provides at least 0.1 1 atm of suction. 
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44. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 37, in which said pump 
provides at least 0.136 atm of suction. 

45. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 37, in which said pump 
provides at least 14 pounds per square inch suction. 

46. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 37, in which said pump 
operates cyclically to provide periods of application and non-application of suction. 

47. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 37, in which said pump 
operates continuously. 

48. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 37, in which said pump 
supplies a reduced pressure between about 0.5 and 0.99 atmospheres to the wound. 

49. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 37, wherein said pump 
supplies a reduced pressure between about 0.3 and 0.99 atmospheres to the wound. 

50. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 37, wherein said pump 
supplies a reduced pressure between about 0.5 and 0.8 atmospheres to the wound. 

51. (Canceled). 

52. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for treating a wound, comprising 

a flexible adhesive cover adapted to cover and enclose a wound and adapted to 

maintain reduced pressure at the site of the wound; 
a porous material comprising a synthetic polymer for placement under the cover at the 

wound; 

a liquid impermeable adhesive seal provided on said cover adapted to seal and adhere 
said cover to tissue surrounding the wound; 
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a tubular member having an end extending from beneath the seal edge to a location 
external to said cover for supplying reduced pressure beneath the cover; and 

a fluid trap in fluid communication with said tubular member, said fluid trap 

including a shut off for halting the application of reduced pressure when a 
predetermined amount of fluid is collected within said trap. 

53. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 52 wherein the porous material 
comprises comprising a foam section configured to overlay the wound, and wherein said first 
end of said tubular member is embedded within the foam section. 

54. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 52 including a vacuum source that 
supplies a reduced pressure between about 0.3 and 0.99 atmospheres to the wound. 

55. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 52 including a vacuum source that 
supplies a reduced pressure between about 0.5 and 0.99 atmospheres to the wound. 

56. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 52 including a vacuum source that 
supplies a reduced pressure between about 0.5 and 0.8 atmospheres to the wound. 

57-83 (Canceled). 

84. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to claim 9, wherein the reduced 
pressure supply means is adapted to supply at least 0.136 atm of reduced pressure. 

85. (Currently Amended) The appliance according to claim 84, comprising a porous 
material comprising a synthetic polymer screen disposed within the cover and adapted to 
promote the formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 
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86. (Currently Amended) The appliance according to claim 9, comprising a porous material 
comprising a synthetic polymer screen disposed within the cover and adapted to promote the 
formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

87. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to any one of claims 9 and 84-86, 
wherein the reduced pressure supply means comprises control means for cyclically 
controlling said production of reduced pressure in alternating periods of production and non- 
production of reduced pressure. 

88. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to claim 13, wherein the suction source 
is adapted to supply at least 0.136 atm of reduced pressure. 

89. (Currently Amended) The appliance according to claim 88, comprising a porous 
material comprising a synthetic polymer screen disposed within the cover and adapted to 
promote the formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

90. (Currently Amended) The appliance according to claim 13, comprising a porous 
material comprising a synthetic polymer s creen disposed within the cover and adapted to 
promote the formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

91. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to any one of claims 13 and 88-90, 
wherein the suction source comprises control means for cyclically controlling said production 
of reduced pressure in alternating periods of production and non-production of reduced 
pressure. 

92. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the reduced 
pressure supply means is adapted to maintain at least 0.136 atm of reduced pressure. 
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93. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 92, wherein the porous material 
is comprising a screen disposed wi t hin t he cover and adapted to promote the formation of 
granulation tissue in the wound. 

94. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the porous material 
is comprising a screen disposed within the cover and adapted to promote the formation of 
granulation tissue in the wound. 

95. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to any one of claims 14 and 92-94, 
wherein the reduced pressure supply means comprises control means for cyclically 
controlling said production of reduced pressure in alternating periods of production and non- 
production of reduced pressure. 

96. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 19, comprising maintaining 
reduced pressure of at least 0.136 atm at the wound to promote the formation of granulation 
tissue until the wound has progressed toward a selected stage of healing. 

97. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 96, comprising locating a porous 
material comprising a synthetic polymer under screen within the cover, the porous material 
screen adapted to promote the formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

98. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 19, comprising locating a porous 
material comprising a synthetic polymer under screen within the cover, the porous material 
screen adapted to promote the formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

99. (Previously Presented) The method according to any one of claims 19 and 96-98, 
wherein the reduced pressure is applied in alternating intervals of application and non- 
application. 
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100. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to claim 23, wherein the suction 
source is adapted to supply at least 0.136 atm of reduced pressure. 

101. (Currently Amended) The appliance according to claim 100, wherein the porous 
material is comprising a screen disposed under the sheet and adapted to promote the 
formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

102. (Currently Amended) The appliance according to claim 23, wherein the porous 
material is comprising a screen disposed under the sheet and adapted to promote the 
formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

103. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to any one of claims 23 and 100-102, 
wherein the suction source comprises control means for cyclically controlling said production 
of reduced pressure in alternating periods of production and non-production of reduced 
pressure. 

104. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to claim 24, wherein the reduced 
pressure supply means is adapted to supply at least 0.136 atm of reduced pressure. 

105. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to claim 104, wherein the seal 
comprises a liquid impervious seal. 

106. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to claim 24, wherein the seal 
comprises a liquid impervious seal. 

107. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to any one of claims 24 and 104-106, 
wherein the reduced pressure supply means comprises control means for cyclically 
controlling said production of reduced pressure in alternating periods of production and non- 
production of reduced pressure. 
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108. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 27, wherein the pump is 
adapted to supply at least 0.136 atm of reduced pressure. 

109. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 108, wherein the porous 
material is comprising a screen disposed within the cover and adapted to promote the 
formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

110. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 27, wherein the porous 
material is comprising a screen disposed within the cover and adapted to promote the 
formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

111. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to any one of claims 27 and 108-1 10, 
wherein the pump comprises control means for cyclically controlling said production of 
reduced pressure in alternating periods of production and non-production of reduced 
pressure. 

1 12. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 30, comprising providing a 
vacuum source capable of providing at least 0.136 atm of reduced pressure. 

113. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 112, wherein the porous material 
is_ comprising locating a screen within the cover, the screen adapted to promote the formation 
of granulation tissue in the wound. 

114. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 30. wherein the porous material 
is comprising loca t ing a screen wi t hin t he cover, t he screen adapted to promote the formation 
of granulation tissue in the wound. 

115. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to any one of claims 30 and 1 12-114, 
wherein said reduced pressure is applied in alternating periods of application and non- 
application. 
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116. (Previously Presented) The device according to claim 33, wherein the reduced pressure 
supply means is adapted to supply at least 0.136 atm of reduced pressure. 

117. (Currently Amended) The device according to claim 116, wherein the porous material 
is comprising a screen disposed within the cover and adapted to promote the formation of 
granulation tissue in the wound. 

118. (Currently Amended) The device according to claim 33, wherein the porous material is 
comprising a screen disposed within the cover and adapted to promote the formation of 
granulation tissue in the wound. 

119. (Previously Presented) The device according to any one of claims 33 and 1 16-118, 
wherein the reduced pressure supply means comprises control means for cyclically 
controlling said production of reduced pressure in alternating periods of production and non- 
production of reduced pressure. 

120. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 37, wherein the suction pump 
is adapted to maintain at least 0.136 atm of reduced pressure. 

121. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 120, wherein the porous 
material is comprising a screen disposed within the cover and adapted to promote the 
formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

122. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 37. wherein the porous 
material is comprising a screen disposed within the cover and adapted to promote the 
formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

123. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to any one of claims 37 and 120-122, 
wherein the pump comprises control means for cyclically controlling said production of 
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reduced pressure in alternating periods of production and non-production of reduced 
pressure. 

124. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 52, comprising a source of 
suction cooperating with said cover and seal to supply reduced pressure of at least 0.1 1 atm 
beneath said cover. 

125. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 124, wherein the porous 
material is comprising a screen disposed within the cover and adapted to promote the 
formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

126. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 52. wherein the porous 
material is comprising a screen disposed within the cover and adapted to promote the 
formation of granulation tissue in the wound. 

127. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to any one of claims 52 and 124-126, 
comprising a reduced pressure supply means cooperating with the cover, the supply means 
comprising a control means for cyclically controlling said production of reduced pressure in 
alternating periods of production and non-production of reduced pressure. 

128. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the reduced 
pressure supply means is adapted to maintain at least 0.11 atm of reduced pressure. 

129. (Previously Presented) The appliance according to claim 23, wherein the suction 
source is adapted to supply at least 0.11 atm of reduced pressure. 

130. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 27, wherein the pump is 
adapted to supply at least 0.1 1 atm of reduced pressure. 

131. (Canceled). 
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132. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 52, comprising a source of 
suction cooperating with said cover and seal to supply reduced pressure of at least 0.136 atm 
beneath said cover. 

133. (New) The appliance according to claim 9, comprising a porous material comprising a 
synthetic polymer for placement under the cover at the wound. 

134. (New) The appliance according to claim 13, comprising a porous material comprising a 
synthetic polymer for placement under the cover at the wound. 

135. (New) The appliance according to any one of claims 23, 133, and 134, wherein the 
porous material comprises foam. 

136. (New) The appliance according to any one of claims 23, 133, and 134, wherein the 
porous material comprises a honeycombed sheet. 

137. (New) The appliance according to any one of claims 23, 133, and 134, wherein the 
porous material comprises a mesh. 

138. (New) The appliance according to any one of claims 23, 133, and 134, wherein the 
porous material comprises a porous sheet. 

139. (New) The appliance according to any one of claims 23, 133, and 134, wherein the 
porous material comprises polyethylene, polyester, or combinations thereof. 

140. (New) The apparatus according to any one of claims 14, 27, 37, and 52, wherein the 
porous material comprises foam. 

141 . (New) The apparatus according to any one of claims 14, 27, 37, and 52, wherein the 
porous material comprises a honeycombed sheet. 
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142. (New) The apparatus according to any one of claims 14, 27, 37, and 52, wherein the 
porous material comprises a mesh. 



143. (New) The apparatus according to any one of claims 14, 27, 37, and 52, wherein the 
porous material comprises a porous sheet. 

144. (New) The apparatus according to any one of claims 14, 27, 37, and 52, wherein the 
porous material comprises polyethylene, polyester, or combinations thereof. 



145. (New) The device according to claim 33, wherein the porous material comprises foam. 



146. (New) The device according to claim 33, wherein the porous material comprises a 
honeycombed sheet. 



147. (New) The device according to claim 33, wherein the porous material comprises a 
mesh. 



148. (New) The device according to claim 33, wherein the porous material comprises a 
porous sheet. 

149. (New) The device according to claim 33, wherein the porous material comprises 
polyethylene, polyester, or combinations thereof. 



150. (New) The method according to claim 19, comprising locating a porous material 
comprising a synthetic polymer under the cover at the wound. 

151. (New) The method according to claim 30 or 150, wherein the porous material 
comprises foam. 
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152. (New) The method according to claim 30 or 150, wherein the porous material 
comprises a honeycombed sheet. 

153. (New) The method according to claim 30 or 150, wherein the porous material 
comprises a mesh. 

154. (New) The method according to claim 30 or 150, wherein the porous material 
comprises a porous sheet. 

155. (New) The method according to claim 30 or 150, wherein the porous material 
comprises polyethylene, polyester, or combinations thereof. 

156. (New) The method according claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein the wound consists of 
epithelial and subcutaneous tissue. 

157. (New) The method according claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein the wound comprises 
epithelial and subcutaneous tissue. 

158. (New) The method according claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein the wound comprises a 
pressure sore. 

159. (New) The method according claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein the wound comprises an 
ischemic wound. 

160. (New) The method according to claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein the selected stage of 
healing comprises substantial closure of the wound. 

161 . (New) The method according to claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein the selected stage of 
healing comprises substantially filling the wound with granulation tissue. 
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162. (New) The method according claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein the selected stage of 
healing comprises migration of epithelial and subcutaneous tissue toward the wound. 

163. (New) The method according claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein the selected stage of 
healing comprises re-epithelialization of at least a portion of the wound. 

164. (New) The method according claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein the selected stage of 
healing is a reduction in the volume of the wound by a predetermined amount. 

165. (New) The method according claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein the selected stage of 
healing is a reduction in the diameter of the wound by a predetermined amount. 

166. (New) The method according claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein said selected stage of 
healing is a reduction in the depth of the wound by a predetermined amount. 

167. (New) The method according to claim 19, 30, or 150, wherein the step of maintaining 
reduced pressure comprises uniformly applying reduced pressure across at the wound bed. 
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REMARKS 



Claims 9-14, 16-19, 23-30, 32-50, 52-56, 84-130, and 132-167 are pending in the 
application, with claim 131 canceled above and dependent claims 133-167 newly presented to 
claim additional aspects of Applicants' invention. 

Independent claims 9, 13, 14, 19, 23, 24, 27, 30, 33, 37, and 52 have been amended above 
to recite additional features of Applicants' invention. In addition, claims 13, 19, 23, 41, and 53 
have been amended above to effect clerical revisions. Also, as noted above in the claim listing, 
the dependent claims have been variously amended to comport with the amendments to the 
independent claims and/or recite additional aspects of Applicants' invention. 

Entry and consideration of the above claim amendments is respectfully requested. The 
Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned in the event that a telephone interview will 
advance prosecution of this application. 

Respectfully submitted, 



/Niels Haun/ _ 



Niels Haun, PTO Reg. No. 48,488 



DANN DORFMAN HERRELL & SKILLMAN 

A Professional Corporation 

1601 Market Street, Suite 720 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Phone: (215)563-4100 

Fax: (215) 563-4044 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Group Art Unit: 3736 



In re: 



Argenta et al. 



Serial No.: 



09/863,234 



Examiner: Lacyk, J. 



Filed: 



May 23, 2001 



For: WOUND TREATMENT EMPLOYING 
REDUCED PRESSURE 



I hereby certify that this Correspondence is being filed with the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office via the EFS filing system on the date below. 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Please amend the above-identified application, without prejudice or disclaimer, as 
follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 of 
this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 22 of this paper. 



November 27, 2006 



/Niels Haun/ 



Date of Certificate of Transmission 



Niels Haun, Reg. No. 48, 488 



AMENDMENT AFTER FILING OF AN RCE 



AND PRIOR TO ACTION BY USPTO 
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